Book Review Guidelines:  (there are 5 pages here—read them all!)
A book review should state a thesis in the opening paragraph that (1) describes the author’s goals and/or arguments and (2) evaluates the author’s ability to build a case to illustrate these goals and/or arguments.  Subsequent paragraphs should support your thesis.  
Book reviews should be 1,000 words (roughly 3-4 pages) in length. (Do a word count on your word processor.) An essential feature of a good book review is the reviewer's ability to write concisely so that a comprehensive evaluation of the book can be obtained from a brief reading. So, do not write more, write more concisely -- find creative ways to communicate your critical evaluation of the book in a short essay.

The point of a scholarly book review is not to summarize the content of the book, but to situate the historical merit of the book and to evaluate critically the author's purpose, thesis, contentions, and methods of analysis. Hence, the bulk of the body of one's review essay will be an evaluation of how convincing was the author's presentation of his/her thesis, and a commentary on the book's contribution to one's understanding of important issues in American Jewish women’s history.

You will want to make references to specific portions of the book to illustrate your evaluation. The challenge will be to do as much of this as possible and yet not let it interfere with the restricted length of the essay. In other words, find creative ways to give examples from the book in a limited space. Obviously, quotations should be kept to a minimum, and should rarely exceed one sentence.

· The paper should be well written and grammatically correct.

· Include the name of the author, title of the book, and date of publication in your first paragraph. 

· Although this is primarily your evaluation of the book, you should read several reviews to consider other opinions about the book.  Look at book reviews on Amazon.com or on the UNC library website at the databases: Academic Search Premier or Expanded Academic ASAP. Cite reviews you use in your footnotes.
Issues I consider when grading your paper: 

1. Does the review assess the overall quality of the book in terms of both substance and style?
2. Does the introduction of this paper give you a clear idea of the argument to follow? 

3. Does each paragraph of this paper logically progress from the former ones? 

4. How smoothly does this paper integrate examples into its own argument? 

5. Does the essay discussion the author's main contentions? 
6. Are there any general grammatical or mechanical problems with the review?

7. Does the writer have any stylistic peculiarities (for example, a tendency to overuse certain words, passive constructions, use of slang words or expressions, or excessively lengthy sentences) that would need to be fixed? 
8. Does the review clearly describe the author's intent and main contentions? Is this supported in the review with examples from the book? 
9. Does the review explain the type of sources the author utilized, and the methods the author employs in choosing and organizing those sources?
10. Does the essay assess the strong points or shortcomings of the book?
11. Consider if the book changes the way one should think about the subject. 
12. Can the conclusion of this paper be convincingly drawn from the thesis and the argument made in the body of the paper? 

13. Could the readability, clarity, or style of this paper be improved? 
Please follow these style guidelines for all academic essays/papers: 
1. Papers must be typed, double-spaced, and stapled.  Don’t forget to write YOUR NAME on your title page!

2. Number your pages.

3. Grammar, spelling, and punctuation will be taken into consideration in determining the final grade.  Proof your paper carefully.

4. Check the University’s rules on plagiarism. Cite all original quotes and paraphrased information.

5. Format for notations. You must use footnotes or endnotes.  Internal citations in the text in parentheses are not acceptable.  Follow a standard format for footnotes. Use a standard work, like the MLA Handbook for suggested format.  A general format is Author, Title (Place of publication:  publisher, year), page.

6. Lengthy quotations should be indented.  This is not necessary for quotations that are less than three lines. Single space larger quotation blocks---quotation marks not necessary on indented blocked quote. Footnote all quotes. Punctuation goes inside quotation marks. Example:  “German Jewish women were deeply influenced by middle-class notions of the Cult of Domesticity.”   
7. Use full footnotes and bibliography in all papers, including reviews.

8. Maintain consistent tense throughout your entire paper.  Avoid use of passive voice:  “I sat down,” instead of “I was sitting down.”

9. Use last names, not first names of people you discuss.  First name only is too familiar and informal for an academic paper. 

10. Spell out contractions.

11. DO NOT use “I” or the first person voice in your paper, unless the assignment indicates first person is appropriate.  

12. Use definite, specific, concrete language---be forceful.    (omit wobbly words like somewhat, perhaps, possible) 

13. Say it simply; do not choose wordiness over clarity.  Less is more; omit needless words or phrases, such as “the fact that,” “goes into great detail.”

14. Spell out state names; avoid abbreviations. 

15. Read finished review out loud for clarity.

A check list for your use during and after writing!  (From Peter Filene’s The Joy of Teaching)
· _____ Organization:   

_____Does the introduction provide a clear thesis statement? 

_____Does the body of the paper follow the argument and outline established in the 

    introduction?

_____Does the conclusion succinctly tie together the main argument?

_____Does the paper meet the length requirement of the assignment?
· _____ Analysis:

_____Does the paper get to the main point immediately? 

_____Does it avoid extraneous background or summary information?

_____Does the paper offer insightful observations and connections that demonstrate a                              
    thorough understanding of the text, film, or other sources?

_____Does the paper address all parts of the question?

· _____ Style:

_____Is the paper well written and easy to read?

_____Does it have paragraphs that begin with clear topic sentences?

_____Are paragraphs connected with smooth transitional sentences?

_____Does each paragraph convey one clear point?

_____Does the paper contain grammatical errors or spelling mistakes?


_____Does it avoid the passive voice, convoluted words and phrases and overly 
  
    lengthy sentences and paragraphs?

· ____Evidence:

_____Does the paper offer well-chosen, relevant material that effectively 
  



    supports the thesis? 
____Does it provided a c convincing, insightful interpretation of this evidence? 
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