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Your assignment is to write an analysis of two works, Anzia Yezierska’s 1925 novel, Bread Givers and Joan Micklin Silver’s 1974 film, Hester Street.  Silver’s film is based on Abraham Cahan’s 1896 novella Yekl: A Tale of the New York Ghetto.  Although separated by almost fifty years, both works---in very different formats--- examine a similar topic---the struggle and challenges of eastern European Jewish immigrants in New York’s Lower East Side in the 1890s.  Additionally, both works largely focus on the immigration experiences of Jewish women.   


In a double-spaced, five page paper, please compare these two works and analyze how Yezierska and Silver portray their central women characters’ experiences of immigration. How do Yezierska and Silver convey their point of view, including their political ideas about women’s place in religion and society?   Drawing from these works, discuss the immigration experience of Jewish women and how it was different from that of Jewish men? What risks, challenges, and opportunities did newly arrived Jewish women immigrants face in America?   Be sure to delineate the major themes of the novel and the film and consider their significance for the study of the American Jewish experience.   
Look at on-line book and film review data bases on the UNC library website to see what critics have said about these works.  If you have trouble locating reviews, ask a reference librarian for assistance.   
