Term Paper Assignment

“Create-A-Class”

Mamas and Matriarchs:  A Social History of Jewish Women in America


Professor Marcie Ferris, AMST 253
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Your major assignment for class is to develop an additional class for our seminar, exploring a topic that was not covered during the semester.  This assignment should include the following:

· A 10-page research paper in which you explain how and why your topic informs our documentation of the history of Jewish women in America.  This section of the assignment gives you the chance to research some aspect of American Jewish women’s history in greater depth and to construct a well-written, thoughtful paper on the subject.  

· One page lecture summary:  provide the talking points for a 50 minute lecture/discussion. 

· 5 slide Powerpoint presentation to accompany your lecture.

· One page:  reading assignment and annotated bibliography for your lecture. 

· The most effective lectures combine both secondary sources---what other historians have had to say about this subject---plus primary research that explores documentary and material evidence from the past.  Oral history interviews, film, music, and photography are encouraged as resources for your lecture.  You will present a summary of your lecture at the end of the term.  The term paper accounts for 30% of your grade.  

Technical information: 

· Please meet with me during office hours—this is required---to discuss your paper topic BEFORE you turn in your proposal.

· Number your pages.

· Grammar, spelling, and punctuation will be taken into consideration in determining the final grade.  Proof your paper carefully.

· Format for notations. You must use footnotes or endnotes.  Internal citations in the text in parentheses are not acceptable.  Follow a standard format for footnotes. Use a standard work, like the MLA Handbook for suggested format.  A general format is Author, Title (Place of publication:  publisher, year), page.
Following are few ideas for possible paper topics.  THERE ARE MANY MORE not listed here! Since these are BROAD subjects, it will be important to pick a specific aspect of the subject so that your lecture is focused. 

· Work/Professional life

· Jewish women’s organizations

· Gay/Lesbian issues

· Domesticity

· Material Culture

· Stereotypes 

· Rabbinate

· Feminism


· Spirituality

· Theater

· Dance

· Writers

· Artists

· Musicians

· Literature

· Film

· Oral History

· Jewish museums and women

· Civil Rights Movement

· Teaching Profession

· Settlement House Movement

· Suburbanization

· Family

· Zionism

· Ritual

· Academia

