AMSTU 253:  Fall, 2009:  Mamas and Matriarchs:  A Social History of Jewish Women in America  

Dr. Marcie Cohen Ferris   

 Class meets:  M/W/F, Saunders 104, 2-2:50 PM
Office:  320 Greenlaw                         Office hours:  Mon., 3-5 PM, or by appointment.
Contact info:
work:  919-843-9881   Home: 919-968-8280

ferrism@email.unc.edu
GRC (Graduate Research Consultant) Sara Bell, bellsj@email.unc.edu; 919-740-3277
This course examines the history and culture of Jewish women in America from their arrival in New Amsterdam in 1654 to the present day.  Students consider how gender has shaped Jewish women’s experience in the context of immigration, assimilation, religious observance, home, work, motherhood, family, and feminism.  We consider how factors such as region, race, class, country of origin, and religious denomination influence the lives of Jewish women in America. Using the resources of the Southern Historical Collection, students examine diaries, memoirs, letters, recipes, and organizational records that reveal women’s voices which are absent in more traditional histories.  The evolving identity of American Jewish women is also examined in popular culture and film, television, advertising, artifacts, and web-based resources. The purpose of the course is to integrate Jewish women into the American past, and to reveal how they have shaped American Jewish history. 

[image: image1.jpg]



REQUIRED TEXTS:  These texts are available in the UNC Student Bookstore.

· American Jewish Women’s History:  A Reader, ed., Pamela S. Nadell 

· Women and American Judaism, eds. Pamela Nadell and Jonathan Sarna 
· Bread Givers, Anzia Yezierska
· Yentl’s Revenge, Danya Ruttenberg, ed. 

SYLLABUS, BIBLIOGRAPHY, CLASS RESOURSES, AND INSTRUCTIONAL SHEETS AND FORMS FOR ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE POSTED ON BLACKBOARD and the AMST 253 web page.  Go to http://blackboard.unc.edu/, click the login button, and then click on AMSTU 253 fall semester.  The course webpage is located under “Library Research” on our blackboard site.

1. Final Research Paper Proposal:

9/25

2. Bread Givers of Hester Street Critique
9/30

(10% of final grade)
3. Mid-term 




            10/19

(20% of final grade)
4. Yentl’s Revenge Critique



11/20

(10% of final grade)
5. “Create-a-Class” final paper due

12/9

(30 % of final grade)

8.   Final exam 



 
12/14

(25% of final grade)
9.   Class participation





(5% of final grade)
Other required activities that count towards your class participation grade:

· You are required to attend two of the lectures in the Carolina Center for Jewish Studies Lectures series this semester. For a listing of the fall lectures, go to: http://www.unc.edu/ccjs/events.html
· Attend one “Jewish women’s happening”---a service at NC Hillel or area synagogue, a Jewish holiday meal with friends or family, attend a Jewish-women’s related lecture off campus, etc.   
· 1 pg. summary of each:  1) both lectures and 2) your “Jewish Women’s Happening” due in class, 11/23. 

Course Objectives:
Students will be expected to:

1. Reconstruct the historical development of Jewish women’s experience in America.

2. Be familiar with a number of the significant topics that characterize Jewish women’s experience in America.

3. Analyze a variety of primary documents and relate them to the historical context to which they pertain.

4. Identify some of the salient events, historical moments, overarching themes, and figures that shaped the history of Jewish women in America.

5. Complete weekly reading assignments and participate in the weekly discussion in the seminar.
Things to keep in mind: 

1.  Read the syllabus very carefully.  You are responsible for reading all assigned books, articles, web pages, and hand-outs.   If you don’t read the assignments, it is impossible for us to have good discussions in class, so READ, and we’ll have interesting and dynamic classes!

2. Attend all classes.  If you’re not in class, you will miss a significant amount of material, and we will miss hearing your opinions.  You are a part of our seminar community.  You are allowed only 2 absences.  If you are unable to attend class for personal reasons, please see me and your advisor immediately to report the reason for your absence.   

3. Participate in class discussions.  This is a seminar---for it to succeed you must take an active role in class discussions.  Don’t sit back and let other people do the talking.  Join in.  Discussion participation counts in your grade.
4. ATTEND lectures (some are required on syllabus) sponsored by the Carolina Center for Jewish Studies---this is a great opportunity to expand your knowledge of Jewish history and culture; the link to the Center’s website is on our course webpage.  NC Hillel also sponsors great lectures and programs throughout the semester.  Explore their website.

 EMAIL vs. OFFICE HOURS: 

Remember, email is best suited to quick communication regarding class attendance, questions regarding assignments, or minor concerns.  If you have an important issue to discuss, such as a grade, personal situations, or issues occurring in class, please meet with me face-to-face during office hours.  And remember, email is a very public form of communication.  

PLAGIARISM: There is a no tolerance policy in this class regarding plagiarism.  The UNC Honor Code defines plagiarism as "the intentional representation of another person's words, thoughts or ideas as one's own" (Instrument of Student Judicial Governance, Section II.D.1.a). This is a serious offense in the academic world and can take various forms. Here are some examples of plagiarism:

· Buying or using any sort of paper or project from another person or service and turning it in as the product of your own work Turning in someone else's work as your own with or without that person's knowledge.

· Submitting or presenting work turned in for one class to fulfill an assignment in another class without the prior agreement of the instructor involved. 

· Copying statements from a source and using them without proper use of quotation marks and citations.

· Paraphrasing information from a source without proper citations.  
· Read the UNC Writing Center handout on plagiarism and how to avoid it: 

· http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/plagiarism.html
“Why is it that women are so invisible? Do they do nothing to merit notice?  This omission of women was unwitting, for it is patent that if American Jewish history is the record of its communities, its institutions, and its achievements, it owes almost everything to the family, and the family is the wife, as well as the husband and children.  Without the American Jewess there is very little American Jewish historical experience.”   

From Jacob Rader Marcus, The American Jewish Woman, 1654-1980  (NY:  KTAV Publishing House, 1981) 15. 
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The March into the National Women's Conference (left to right) Billy Jean King, Susan B. Anthony II, Bella Abzug, Sylvia Ortiz, Peggy Kokernot, Michele Cearcy, Betty Friedan, 1977 
Photographer: Diana Mara Henry
"Sometimes I'm asked when I became a feminist, and I usually answer, 'The day I was born.” Bella Abzug (1920-1988) politician, feminist, and social activist. 
SYLLABUS

I:   
American Jewish Women’s History:  An Introduction
Class 1:  Wed., 8/26:  
Course plan, objectives, texts, and requirements
 II:  
Jewish Women in Colonial America and the Early Republic, 1654-1776
Class 2:  Fri. 8/28:
What is women’s history in America?  What is American Jewish women’s history? 
· “Introduction,” American Jewish Women’s History, 1-7.

· “Introduction,” in Women and American Judaism, 1-14.

Class 3: Mon. 8/31:  
“A New Possibility:” Women and the Promise of Jewish Life in the New World.   

· Holly Snyder, “Queens of the Household:  The Jewish Women of British America, 1700-1800,” Women and American Judaism, 15-45.
· In class, view “Legacy of Our Ancestors,” New Amsterdam, @7 minutes
Class 4: Wed., 9/2:
The American Revolution: Jewish Women Stake their Claim as Mothers of Liberty.  (Abigail Franks)

· Ellen Smith, “Portraits of a Community: The Image and Experience of Early American Jews,” in American Jewish Women’s History, 13-25. 

· Edith Gelles, ed. The Letters of Abigail Levy Franks, 1733-1743, pgs. 123-30.  
http://webcat.lib.unc.edu/record=b5345076~S1  (click on the "Full text available via the UNC-CH Libraries)

· In class, view “Early American Jews” from “The Jewish Americans” DVD, 12 minutes. 

Class 5:  Fri., 9/4:

Research, Writing, Class webpage: Jacqueline Solis

Mon., 9/7:  


NO CLASS---LABOR DAY
III:      Women and Judaism in the American South, 1733-1820
Class 6: Wed., 9/9: 
Jewish Women in the Early South: A Portion of the People 

· View on-line exhibition, “A Portion of the People,” on our class webpage under this class assignment.

· View “Legacy of our Ancestors:  Charleston and Savannah” in class.
Class 7: Fri., 9/11: 
An Early Republic Case Study:  Rebecca Gratz and Penina Moise---Mavens of Education. 

· Dianne Ashton, “The Lessons of the Hebrew Sunday School,” in American Jewish Women’s History, 26-42.
· Secular and Religious Works of Penina Moise, edited and compiled by Charleston Section, Council of Jewish Women.    Access via Google Books at: http://books.google.com/books?id=5KgOAAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=secular+and+religious+works+of+penina+moise#PPR1,M1
· See www.jwa.org website to learn more about Rebecca Gratz.

Class 8: Mon., 9/14:
 
The Mordecai Women of Warrenton, North Carolina

· Emily Bingham, “American, Jewish, Southern, Mordecai:  Constructing Identities to 1865, Jewish Roots in Southern Soil, 46-71, e-reserve.

IV:   
Women and American Judaism in the Nineteenth Century, 1820-1880
Class 9: Wed., 9/16: 

Central European Jewish Women:  Preservers and Interpreters of Judaism     
· Eric Goldstein, “Between Race and Religion:  Jewish Women and Self-Definition in Late Nineteenth Century America,” in Women and American Judaism, 182-200.

Fri., 9/18: 
NO CLASS, Rosh Hashanah, HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Class 10:  Mon., 9/21: 
Jewish Women and the Civil War  

· Dianne Ashton, “Shifting Veils: Religion, Politics, and Womanhood in the Civil War Writings of American Jewish Women,” in Women and American Judaism, 81-106. 

· View in class “The Jewish Americans,” “The Civil War”

V:      The World of Our Fathers---and Mothers:  Eastern European Immigrant Women Come to America, 1880-1920
Class 11:  Wed., 9/23: 
Eastern European Jewish Women: Migration and Settlement
· Jonathan Sarna, “A Great Awakening:  The Transformation that Shaped Twentieth Century America,” in American Jewish Women’s History, 43-63.

Class 12: Fri., 9/25:     
In class viewing of the film “Hester Street.

FINAL PROJECT PROPOSAL DUE
VI:  
 Working Lives of Jewish Women, 1880-1920
Mon., 9/28: 


NO CLASS, Yom Kippur HOLIDAY

Class 13: Wed., 9/30:

Eastern European Women’s memoir

· Class discussion: Anzia Yezierska, The Bread Givers
BREAD GIVERS OF HESTER STREET PAPER DUE
Class 14:  Fri., 10/2:
 
Jewish Women Enter the Work Force

· Linda Mack Schloff, “We Dug More Rocks’:  Women and Work,” in American Jewish Women’s History, 91-99.
· Beth S. Wenger, “Budgets, Boycotts, and Babies:  Jewish Women in the Great Depression,” in American Jewish Women’s History, 185-200.

Class 15:  Mon., 10/5:
Organizing their Sisters:  Jewish Women and Labor 
· Alice Kessler-Harris, “Organizing the Unorganizable:  Three Jewish Women and Their Union,” in American Jewish Women’s History, 100-115. 
· Paula Hyman, “Immigrant Women and the Consumer Protest:  The New York City Kosher Meat Boycott of 1902,” in American Jewish Women’s History, 116-128.   
Class 16: Wed., 10/7: 
“Gone to Another Meeting:” Jewish Women’s Organizational Work

· Faith Rogow, “Gone to Another Meeting:  The National Council of Jewish Women, 1893-1993,” in American Jewish Women’s History, 64-74; 
Class 17: Fri., 10/9: 
Zionism and American Jewish Women

· Joyce Antler, “Zion in Our Hearts:  Henrietta Szold and the American Jewish Women’s Movement,” in American Jewish Women’s History, 129-150.

Mon., 10/12:  


NO CLASS—Dr. Ferris at USC, Columbia, SC.

VII:         A Material World:  Domestic Judaism, 1920-1945 

Class 18: Wed., 10/14:  
Jewish Women Consumers:  Adapting to Abundance  

Class 19: Fri., 10/16:
Judaism at Home:  Domestic Religion and American Jewish Women

· Marcie Cohen Ferris, “From the Recipe File of Luba Cohen”:  A Study of
Southern Jewish Foodways and Cultural Identity,” American Jewish Women’s History, 256-280. 
Class 20: Mon., 10/19: 
Mid-term.
FALL BREAK:  Oct. 21-25, 2009

Class 21: Mon., 10/26:          Jewish Women Entertainers:  Broadway and Ziegfeld Follies. 
· June Sochen, “From Sophie Tucker to Barbra Streisand:  Jewish Women Entertainers As Reformers, in Joyce Antler, ed. Talking Back:  Images of Jewish Women in American Popular Culture, 68-84, e-reserve.

Class 22: Wed., 10/28:
Stereotypes of American Jewish Women
· Riv-Ellen Prell, American Jewish Women’s History, Chap. 15,“Rage and Representation:  Jewish Gender Stereotypes in American Culture,” 238-255.

· “The Jewish Americans”:  Ira Berlin and The Catskills

Class 23: Fri., 10/30:
JEWISH WOMEN ON THE SILVER SCREEN
VIII:       A Nation at War:    Jewish Women on the Home front, 1939-1945 

Class 24: Mon., 11/2: 
MOLLY GOLDBERG FILM IN CLASS
· Joyce Antler, You Never Call, You Never Write:  A History of the Jewish Mother. Introduction, 1-15, and “Molly Goldberg: The Prototype of the Jewish Mother in the Twentieth Century,” in You Never Call, You Never Write, 47-71; e-reserve.

Class 25:  Wed., 11/4:      
“There she is, Miss (Jewish) America”: Bess Myerson, Jewish Womanhood and WW II
Class 26: Fri., 11/6:        
The Holocaust:  Women’s Experience as Victims, Resistors, and Survivors

· Rona Sheramy, “There are Times When Silence is a Sin”: The Women’s Division of the American Jewish Congress and the Anti-Nazi Boycott Movement,” American Jewish History, 89.1 (March 2001). 

· view Esther Krinitz’s “Art and Remembrance” website (on class webpage) which documents her memory textiles of her family’s experience during the Holocaust.  
Class 27: Mon., 11/9:  
The Suburban Shetl:  Jewish Women’s Worlds following WW II in America, 1945-1968

· Samuel C. Heilman, “Starting Over:  Acculturation and Suburbia, the Jews of the 1950s,” in Portrait of American Jews:  The Last Half of the 20th Century, 8-46. E-reserves. 

IX:   
Jewish Women as Religious Leaders Today
Class 28: Wed., 11/11: 
Jewish Women and the Civil Rights Movement
· Debra L. Schultz, “Going South:  Jewish Women in the Civil Rights Movement,” in American Jewish Women’s History, 281-296.  

· Holly Shulman, “Recollections of Polly Spiegel Cowan”:   http://jwa.org/discover/recollections/cowan.html
Class 29: Fri., 11/13:
Women Who Would be Rabbis
· Pamela Nadell, “The Women Who Would Be Rabbis,” in American Jewish Women’s History, 175-184.

· Shuly Rubin Schwartz, “Ambassadors without Portfolio?  The Religious Leadership of Rebbetzins in Late Twentieth-Century American Jewish Life,” in Women and American Judaism, 235-267.
· In class viewing of And the Gates Opened:  Women in the Rabbinate
Class 30:  Mon., 11/16:
Contemporary Orthodoxy

· Lynn Davidman, Tradition in a Rootless World:  Women Turn to Orthodox Judaism,74-107, e-reserve.
IX:  Feminism and American Judaism
Class 31: Wed., 11/18 : 
 Feminism and Changing Demographics of American Jewish Women  
· Paula Hyman, “Jewish Feminism Faces the American Women’s Movement:  Convergence and Divergence,” in American Jewish Women’s History, 297-312.
· Deborah E. Lipstadt, “Feminism and American Judaism:  Looking Back at the Turn of the Century,” in Women and American Judaism, 291-308

Class 32: Fri., 11/20: 
Third Wave Feminism:  Class Discussion, Yentl’s Revenge.
YENTL’S REVENGE PAPER DUE.
Class 33: Mon., 11/23: 
Contemporary Jewish Women Panel Discussion: 

· Shelby Deeney, Education Fellow, Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life, Jackson, Mississippi, Sarah Kittner, Richmond, VA/Chapel Hill, NC, Harriet Livingston, Mt. Airy/Chapel Hill, NC, Penny Rich, Personal Chef, Chapel Hill, NC.
1 pg. summary of each:  1) both lectures and 2) your “Jewish Women’s Happening” due in class, 11/23. 

Wed., 11/25-29:

THANKSGIVING BREAK

Class 34:  Mon., 11/30:
Student presentations
Class 35: Wed., 12/2:
Student presentations

Class 36:  Fri., 12/4: 

Student presentations

Class 37: Mon., 12/7: 
“The Tribe” and final discussion. 

Class 38: Wed., 12/9:  
Meet at Prof. Ferris’s home, “Sisterhood Tea.”   Final papers due. 

Mon., Dec. 14:
Final Exam, 4 PM
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