Writing in “academic voice” about Jewishness:

· It is critical to discuss Jews and Jewishness in an “academic voice.”  What does this mean? 

· Must watch loaded phrases, ie. a “typical Jewish woman?”  
· The stereotypical image of American Jews in literature, film, and television is a topic that demands serious scholarship and research.  

· There isn’t a typical anybody.  There are many stereotypes of Jewish women, such as those we discuss in class, but that is not the same as a “typical Jewish woman.”  
· Language can sound really harsh---read out loud to make sure you’re saying what you mean.  For example instead of  “Meyers plays a loud Brooklyn Jew,” better to say, “Meyer plays a stereotypical Jewish man from Brooklyn.”  Do you see the difference?  One statement is offensive; the other is more neutral in tone.   
· Writing about religious and ethnic groups is challenging, because it requires a sensitivity to use descriptive terms that in no way can be perceived as inflammatory or inappropriate by the particular minority group. 

· Be careful to avoid generalizations that are not grounded in historical sources or scholarly analysis. 

