American Studies 486, fall 2009

 “Shalom Y’all”:  The Jewish Experience in the American South

Dr. Marcie Cohen Ferris


Office:   320 Greenlaw

Fall 2009




Office hrs: Mon., 3-5 PM

Class meets:  Mon./Wed./Fri., 11-11:50
telephone:  919-843-9881

Saunders 204
           


 
Email:  ferrism@email.unc.edu

T.A.:  Vincent Joos,vjoos@email.unc.edu; 601-807-5963
Course Description:  
This course explores ethnicity in the South and focuses on the experience of Jewish southerners.  Since the arrival of Sephardic Jews in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, Jews in the American South have blended their regional identity as Jews and as southerners.  This course explores the “braided identity” of Jews in the South---their relationships with white and black Gentile southerners, their loyalty to the South as a region, and their embrace of southern culture.  We explore their contributions in intellectual, political, and economic life, and in folklife, decorative arts, literature, music, architecture, material culture, and religion.  We trace the history of Jewish southerners from the colonial era to the present, using archival resources in the Southern Historical Collection, film, museum exhibits, and web-based resources.    
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Pecan pie and challah mix at a southern Sabbath table in the Mississippi Delta. Photo by Bill Aron. 

REQUIRED TEXTS:  These texts are available in the UNC Student Bookstore.

· Mark Bauman. The Southerner as American: Jewish Style
· Marcie C. Ferris and Mark I. Greenberg, eds,, Jewish Roots in Southern Soil:  A New History

· Eli N. Evans. The Provincials: A Personal History of Jews in the South.  

· Wendy Machlovitz.  Clara Lowenburg Moses: Memoir of a Southern Jewish Woman.  

· Alfred Uhry.  Driving Miss Daisy:  A Play.  
SYLLABUS, BIBLIOGRAPHY, CLASS RESOURSES, AND INSTRUCTIONAL SHEETS AND FORMS FOR ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE POSTED ON BLACKBOARD and the AMST 486 web page.  Go to http://blackboard.unc.edu/, click the login button, and then click on AMSTU 486 fall semester.  The course webpage is located under “Library Research” on our blackboard site.

1. Final Research Paper Proposal 

(create-a-class/lecture/biblo, readings):

DUE 9/25

2. SHC project



 
DUE 10/2
(5 % of final grade)

3. Mid-term 




            10/19

(20% of final grade)

4. Film Critique: “Driving Miss Daisy”:

DUE 11/4
(10% of final grade)

5. Book Critique:  The Provincials:

DUE 11/13
(10% of final grade)

6. “Create-a-Class” final paper due

DUE 12/9
(30 % of final grade)

8.   Final exam 



 
12/14

(20% of final grade)
9.   Class participation





(5% of final grade)
Other required activities that count towards your class participation grade:

· You are required to attend two of the lectures in the Carolina Center for Jewish Studies Lectures series this semester. For a listing of the fall lectures, go to: http://www.unc.edu/ccjs/events.html
· Attend one “southern Jewish happening”---a service at NC Hillel or area synagogue, a Jewish holiday meal with friends or family, attend a southern Jewish-related lecture off campus, etc.  

· 1 pg. summary of each:  1) both lectures and 2) your “southern Jewish happening” due in class, 11/23. 

Course Objectives
Students will be expected to:

1. Reconstruct the historical development of the Jewish experience in the American South.

2. Be familiar with a number of the significant topics that characterize Jewish life in the American South.

3. Analyze a variety of primary documents and relate them to the historical context to which they pertain.

4. Identify some of the salient events and overarching themes that characterize the history of Jewish life in the South.

5. Prepare weekly reading assignments and ACTIVELY participate in classroom discussion.

Things to keep it mind:
1.  Read the syllabus very carefully.  You are responsible for reading all assigned books, articles, web pages, and hand-outs.   If you don’t read the assignments, it is impossible for us to have good discussions in class, so READ, and we’ll have interesting and dynamic classes!

2. Attend all classes.  If you’re not in class, you will miss a significant amount of material, and we will miss hearing your opinions.  You are a part of our seminar community.  YOU ARE ALLOWED ONLY 2 ABSENCES.   If you are unable to attend class for personal reasons, please see me and your advisor immediately to report the reason for your absence.  

3. Participate in class discussions.  This is a seminar---for it to succeed you must take an active role in class discussions.  Don’t sit back and let other people do the talking.  Join in.  Discussion participation counts in your grade.
4. 4. ATTEND lectures (some are required on syllabus) sponsored by the Carolina Center for Jewish Studies---this is a great opportunity to expand your knowledge of Jewish history and culture; the link to the Center’s website is on our course webpage.  NC Hillel also sponsors great lectures and programs throughout the semester.  Explore their website. 

EMAIL vs. OFFICE HOURS: 

Remember, email is best suited to quick communication regarding class attendance, questions regarding assignments, or minor concerns.  If you have an important issue to discuss, such as a grade, personal situations, or issues occurring in class, please meet with me face-to-face during office hours.  And remember, email is a very public form of communication.  

PLAGIARISM: There is a no tolerance policy in this class regarding plagiarism.  The UNC Honor Code defines plagiarism as "the intentional representation of another person's words, thoughts or ideas as one's own" (Instrument of Student Judicial Governance, Section II.D.1.a). This is a serious offense in the academic world and can take various forms. Here are some examples of plagiarism:

· Buying or using any sort of paper or project from another person or service and turning it in as the product of your own work. Turning in someone else's work as your own with or without that person's knowledge.

· Submitting or presenting work turned in for one class to fulfill an assignment in another class without the prior agreement of the instructor involved. 

· Copying statements from a source and using them without proper use of quotation marks and citations.

· Paraphrasing information from a source without proper citations.  
· Read the UNC Writing Center handout on plagiarism and how to avoid it: 

· http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/plagiarism.html
“When I first went South to interview people for my book, I didn’t know what to expect.  One of my early introductions occurred in a talk with a man from Anniston, Alabama, a Mr. Sterne from an old German-Jewish family.  “What was Friday night like in Anniston, Alabama?” I asked.  And he answered, “Oh, it was memorable.  First,” and he lifted his hands up, “Mama blessed the lights and then we settled down to our favorite Friday night meal---crawfish soup, fried chicken, baked ham and hoppin’ John (black-eyed peas and rice) and sweet-potato pie.” I knew then I had fallen down the rabbit hole, into the complex world of the Southern-Jewish mind and experience.  For those of you who have wandered into this world for the first time, I welcome you to the maze.”
  Eli N. Evans

“The southern Jewish experience has been both unique and ironic.  To be a Jew in the South is both to affect and to be affected by the culture of the region.  Jews did not come to the South as immigrants into the Promised Land; they were among the earliest settlers who helped to make the South what it is.  The legacy of Jews in the South has been and remains distinctive…Jews have undergone a historical experience in the South that has made them different not only form other Jews but also from other southerners.  There is deep irony in inheriting the Jewish longing for a homeland while growing up wit the southerner’s sense of home.  As Jewish southerners, they made a special contribution to the region they helped to found and to shape.  As southern Jews, they made a special contribution to Jews everywhere, playing a distinctive part in a living testimony to the Jewish presence in the world that not even the ultimate horrors of our century were able to eliminate.”
  Charles Joyner.

“So I thought I’d talk a little bit about my experience here at William and Mary. It was very long ago, and if you had been to William and Mary while I was here and found out that I would be the commencement speaker 20 years later, you would be somewhat surprised, and probably somewhat angry. I came to William and Mary because as a Jewish person I wanted to explore the rich tapestry of Judaica that is Southern Virginia. Imagine my surprise when I realized “The Tribe” was not what I thought it meant.”  Jon Stewart’s 2004 commencement speech at the College of William and Mary, Class of 1984.  

SYLLABUS
I:  
Introduction to the study of the Jewish South
Class 1: Wed., 8/26:

Course objectives, readings, requirements, review of syllabus.

Class 2:  Fri., 8/28:

Why Study Southern Jewish History?   

· Gary Zola, “Why Study Southern Jewish History,” Southern Jewish History, Vol. 1, (1998), 1-22.

Class 3:  Mon., 8/31:

The Braided Identity of Southern Jewry  
· Mark Bauman, The Southerner as American:  Jewish Style.  
Class 4:  Wed., 9/2:
Intro to American Judaism:  Exploring historical background and countries of origin. 

· “Introduction,” Jewish Roots in Southern Soil, 1-26.  

Class 5:  Fri., 9/4: 

Research, Writing, Class webpage:  Jacqueline Solis

Mon., 9/7:


NO CLASS---Labor Day holiday.

II:  The Jewish South in Colonial America and the Early Republic
Class 6:  Wed., 9/9:  

Colonial Era Savannah and Georgia Jewry
· Mark I. Greenberg, “One Religion, Different Worlds:  Sephardic and Ashkenazic Immigrants in Eighteenth Century-Savannah,” Jewish Roots in Southern Soil, 27-45.

Class 7:  Fri., 9/11:

Colonial Era Charleston and South Carolina Jewry
· Explore “Portion of a People Exhibit Website:  “First Families,” on class webpage under today’s assignment.

Class 8:  Mon., 9/14: 

Birth of the Reform Movement in Charleston

· Gary Zola, “The Ascendancy of Reform Judaism in the American South During the Nineteenth Century,” Jewish Roots in Southern Soil, 156-191.

Class 9:  Wed., 9/16: 
German Jews encounter Southern Nationalism.   

· Hasia Diner, “Entering the Mainstream of Modern Jewish History:  Peddlers and the American South,” Jewish Roots in Southern Soil, 86-108.

· In class, view “The Jewish Americans: Peddlers,” chap 4. (section of Alsace to America, too.)

Fri., 9/18:
NO CLASS--EREV ROSH HASHANAH, HAPPY NEW YEAR
Class 10:  Mon., 9/21:
The Mordecai Family of Warrenton, North Carolina
· Emily Bingham, “American, Jewish, Southern, Mordecai:  Constructing Identities to 1865,” Jewish Roots in Southern Soil, 46-71. 

TED ROSENGARTEN: Hutchins Lecture: Race, Rhetoric and Policy in the Nazi Occupied East. Tuesday, Sept. 22 | 4-5:30 p.m.; Location: George Watts Hill Alumni Center

Class 11:  Wed., 9/23: 
Southern Historical Collection Workshop:  Guest speaker, Laura Clark Brown

· Dale Rosengarten, “Jewish Antiques Roadshow:  Religion and Domestic Culture in the American South,” Jewish Roots in Southern Soil, 255-283.
III:  Jewish Life in the Confederacy:  1860-1865
Class 12: Fri., 9/25: 
Southern Jews and Slavery  

· Eli Faber, “Jewish Merchants and Slavery in the Mainland Colonies,” e-reserves. 

· Bertram Korn, “Jews and Negro Slavery in the Old South, 1789-1865,” e-reserves.

FINAL RESEARCH PROJECT PROPOSAL DUE
Mon., 9/28:


NO CLASS--YOM KIPPUR HOLIDAY

Class 13:  Wed., 9/30:
Jewish Confederates

· Robert Rosen, “Jewish Confederates,” Jewish Roots in Southern Soil, 109-133. 

· In class, view “The Jewish Americans”: The Civil War, chap 5.

Class 14: Fri., 10/2:  
Jewish Women and the Confederacy 

· Wendy Machlovitz, Clara Lowenburg Moses: Memoir of a Southern Jewish Woman.  Jackson: Museum of the Southern Jewish Experience, 2000.

SHC PROJECT DUE


IV:  EASTERN EUROPE COMES SOUTH:  1880s-1920s
Class 15: Mon., 10/5:

Eastern Europe Arrives in the South  

PLAY JEWISH AMERICANS, “A WORLD OF THEIR OWN,” CHAP 9
· Gerald Sorin, “The Easter European Cultural Heritage and Mass Migration to the United States, 1880-1920,” in Tradition Transformed:  The Jewish Experience in America, 34-60. e-reserves

Class 16: Wed., 10/7:

The Old World Comes South

· Lee Shai Weissbach, East European Immigrants and the Image of Jews in the Small-Town South,”  go to link:  http://muse.jhu.edu.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/journals/american_jewish_history/v085/85.3weissbach.html.
· Stephen Whitfield, “Is It True What they Sing About Dixie?” Southern Cultures, Summer 2002, 8-37, see assigned readings on class webpage.  
DON’T MISS---!  Great lecture opportunity! 

Mick Moloney Lecture  Thursday, October 8, 2009.  Reception at 5:00pm, Talk at 6pm.  Pleasants Family Assembly Room, 2nd Floor, Wilson Library, UNC-Chapel Hill. Lecture by folklorist and Irish musician Mick Moloney on the connections between Jewish and Irish musicians and lyricists in Tin Pan Alley.
Class 17:  Fri., 10/9:  
Jewish Identity in the Reconstructed South   
· Eric Goldstein, “Now is the Time to Show Your True Colors”: Southern Jews, Whiteness, and the Rise of Jim Crow,” Jewish Roots in Southern Soil, 134-155.

Mon., 10/12: 


 NO CLASS--UNIVERSITY DAY

V:  THE “New” JEWISH SOUTH:  1945-1968
Class 18:  Wed., 10/14: 
Anti-Semitism:  Southern Style (Leo Frank)

· David Goldfield, “A Sense of Place:  Jews, Blacks, and White Gentiles in the American South,” Southern Cultures, 1997, e-reserve. 

Class 19: Fri., 10/16:       
Jewish Life in Atlanta, the “Capitol” of the New South:  THE WORLD OF MISS DAISY.   

· Alfred Uhry, Driving Miss Daisy.  New York: Theatre Communication Group, 1988.    

· Eliza McGraw, “An Intense Heritage”:  Southern Jewishness in Literature and Film,” Jewish Roots in Southern Soil, 210-225.

Class 20: Mon., 10/19: 
Mid-term
FALL BREAK:  OCT. 21-OCT. 25.  (Read The Provincials—critique due 11/9)
Class 21, Mon., 10/26:
Zionism in the Jewish South

Class 22:  Wed., 10/28:
Jewish Southerners Respond to the Holocaust

Class 23, Fri., 10/30:  
Atlanta circa 1950s: Guest speakers:  Stephen Rich (UNC Class of 64’), Sandra Rich (Oglethorpe University, Class of 66’), and Lynda Rubenstein (Univ. of Miami, 60’s), of Atlanta, now Chapel Hill.

Class 24:  Mon., 11/2: 
Vincent Joos lecture on Natchez, MS Jewish community.  View “OF PASSOVER AND PILGRIMAGE” in class.
Class 25:  Wed., 11/4:          Exploring the “Quiet Voices” of Jewish Southerners

during the Civil Rights Era

· Clive Webb, “A Tangled Web:  Black-Jewish Relations in the Twentieth-Century South, Jewish Roots in Southern Soil, 192-209.
DRIVING MISS DAISY FILM REVIEW DUE.

Class 26:  Fri., 11/6: 
Jewish Youth and Freedom Summer 

· Tom Hanchett, “Remembering Harry Goden: Food, Race, and Laughter,” Southern Cultures, summer 2005, 93-97.
· Stephen Whitfield, “The “Golden” Era of Civil Rights: Consequences of The Carolina Israelite,” Southern Cultures, Fall, 2008, 26-51.  See assigned readings on class webpage.
Class 27:  Mon. 11/9:
The Provincials:  Book Discussion with author Eli Evans.  
PROVINCIALS BOOK REVIEW DUE IN CLASS
Class 28:  Wed., 11/11:
North Carolina Jewish History and the Down Home Exhibit:  Guest Lecturer, Dr. Leonard Rogoff, Jewish Heritage Foundation of North Carolina.
VI:  The Contemporary Jewish South
Class 29:  Fri., 11/13:
The Fall and Rise of the Jewish South

· Stuart Rockoff, “The Fall and Rise of the Jewish South,” Jewish Roots in Southern Soil, 284-303.
Class 30:  Mon., 11/16:
LASTING IMPRESSIONS FILM/DOWN HOME FILM

Class 31: Wed., 11/18:
Matzoh Ball Gumbo:  Culinary Tales of the Jewish South:  DELTA JEWS FILM
· Marcie Cohen Ferris, “Dining in the Dixie Diaspora: A Meeting of Region and 
Religion,” Jewish Roots in Southern Soil, 226-254.


Class 32: Fri., 11/20:
Life in the Jewish South Today: Visit with Shelby Deeney, Education Fellow, Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life, Jackson, Mississippi.
· Stephen Whitfield, “Jewish Fates, Altered States,” Jewish Roots in Southern Soil, 304-330.
Class 33: Mon. 11/23:
SHALOM Y’ALL Screening

1 pg. summary of each:  1) both lectures and 2) your “southern Jewish happening” due in class.  

THANKSGIVING BREAK: NOV. 25-29

Class 34: Mon., 11/30:
STUDENT PRESENTATIONS

Class 35: Wed., 12/2: 
STUDENT PRESENTATIONS

Class 36: Fri., 12/4:
STUDENT PRESENTATIONS

CLASS 37: Mon., 12/7:
“THE TRIBE” viewing in class, and discussion.
CLASS 38: Wed., 12/9:       
Final class.  Meet at Dr. Ferris’ home for southern Jewish lunch. Final papers due.
Mon. Dec. 14, 12 PM: 
Final exam  

�Eli N. Evans, “Southern Jewish History: Alive and Unfolding,” Turn to the South: Essays on Southern Jewry, Eds. Nathan M. Kaganoff and Melvin I. Urofsky (Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia for the American Jewish Historical Society, Waltham, Massachusetts, 1976) 158. 


� Charles Joyner, “Community of Memory: Assimilation and Identity among the Jews of Georgetown,” Shared Traditions:  Southern History and Folk Culture. (Urbana:  University of Illinois Press, 1999:  177-192)178. 
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