Southern Jewish Oral History Topic Guide Questions  (Len Rogoff, JHFNC)
FAMILY

Families of origin:

· From where did your first American ancestors emigrate?  When did they come to America? 

· Where did they settle before coming to the South?
· Did you know your grandparents? What did they do?  

· Did Jews with a common background—German or East European—tend to join together in any way:  If so, describe.  Did landsmen join together?  

· When did your family---or you—first come to this area?  From where? With whom?  What brought them here?  Did you or your family have relatives—aunts, uncles, cousins, etc.---who lived in other parts of the South?  If so, how did your family migrate to the South?  As individuals?  In a group? 

· Did you come alone or with family?  

· How old were you? 

· What neighborhood did you live in? Was there a Jewish neighborhood?  DO you live there now?

· Were there times when the community was shrinking or growing?  When were those distinct times and why did people come and go?

· Why did you stay in the community? 

· What work did you do when you came? What work do you do now?

· What organizations did you join?

· How would you compare the experience of being a Jew here with the experience of being a Jew in the community you came from? 

· Where was your first home place? How many people lived in your household?  How many were in your family?  Who lived in the home outside of the immediate family?  Any boarders?

· Did relatives live nearby?  Describe your interactions with nearby relatives or friends?

· What kind of relations did you have with relatives who lived outside the area?

· Before you left home, did your family change residence?  Hwy, where, and how often?

· Did the family always share meals together?  Did you keep kosher?  Describe your family meals. What were the most common foods?  What were the seating arrangements?  What did you talk about a mealtime?  Who did the cooking?  The food shopping?  The food serving?  Cleaning up?

· What Jewish home ceremonies did your observe?  Friday night candles and Shabbat dinner?  Seders?  Hanukah?  Did you build a Sukkah? 

· Who made the decisions in your family when you were a child? 

Identity:

· Do you consider yourself a Southerner?

· Do you think that Jews in the South differ from other southerners?  How so?

· Do you think that southern Jews differ from Jews in other regions of the country?  How so?

Business:

· What is your occupation?  Do you own a family business?

· What was the occupation of your parents?  Describe.

· For how many generations did your family own the business?

· Who were their suppliers?  Where were they located?  Did you take buying trips?

· Did Jews maintain any special business relationships such as a loan or credit society?

· Did Jews have a non-Jewish partners in the business?  Did they employ non-Jews in their business?

· Did you encounter problems with banks or insurance co’s?

· Did you ever work for your parents?  Did your siblings.  Describe your work.

· Did you have the desire or expectation that your children would continue your business?

· What do your children do?

Community life: 

· What did you know about the Jewish community before you or your family’s arrival? 
· Describe the neighborhood where you lived? What were its geographic boundaries?

· Who lived in the neighborhood?  What were the relationships of Jews in your neighborhood to each other?  TO non-Jews?

· Did neighbors and kin help each other?  In what ways?

· Did your family rent or own its home?  If they owned, when did they or you buy?

· Did all Jews tend to live in the same area?  If so, what areas and why? Were there restricted neighborhoods?

· Did you change residences?  Whe, whey, and to where?

· What civic organizations did you join?  Were any organizations or country clubs restricted?  Was there a Jewish country club?

Education: 

· What is the educational level of your grandparents, parents, and children?

· Did you or any other family members go to college and if so, where?

· Did you go to a university?  Was there a perception that one or another university was better for Jews to attend? 

· Did you participate in any sports? 

Anti-Semitism:

· Did you have experiences with anti-Semitism?

· Were you ever challenged as a Jew?  How did you handle this experience?

· Any problems in school as a Jewish person?
African-American Relations: 

· If your family history in the South predates the Civil War, did any of your ancestors, as far as you know, own slaves?

· What contacts and relationships did Jews and blacks have?

· Did your family employ blacks in  the home?  In businesses?  In what capacity?  What about now?

· Did you have black customers?  Did your business especially cater to black trade?  Were you a landlord for black tenants?

· Did the attitudes or practices of Jews toward AA’s differ from non-Jewish white people?  Can you cite some examples?

· How close were your homes to the residences of African Americans?  In the past?  Now? 
· Did you patronize any black businesses?

· Did you perceive differences between northern and southern Jews towards blacks?  

· How did the community respond to the civil rights movement? Were Jews active as either segregationists or civil rights advocates?  Was the Jewish response different from that of the larger community?
· What was the attitude of the rabbi towards the civil rights movement?  Did he sermonize or become involved in the movement?  Did he differ from his congregants on civil rights?

· Did people feel threatened or fearful about anti-Jewish backlash?  Were you aware of synagogue bombings?

· Did you perceive or experience black anti-Semitism?

Religious Life:

· How would you describe the religious life of your family:  were you liberal or conservative? Observant or non-observant?  What denomination best describes your family experience?

· What was the religious life of your grandparents?  What was their native language? Did they dress differently?  Did the men keep their heads covered or wear tzitzit? Did the women wear wigs?

· What was the religious life of your parents?

· How was Judaism reflected in your language, culture, diet, dress, folkways at home?  Describe.  

· Describe holiday celebrations---

· Did men and women do things together or separately in shul? 

· Did you recall any religious events that are vivid in your memory?

· What kind of Jewish education did you get?

· Were there attempts to teach children Hebrew?  Did you learn in private lessons? Cheder?  Talmud Torah?  Hebrew School? Sunday School? Who taught Hebrew?

· Did you family attend a synagogue?  Where did they go for services? What did you like about the synagogue?  What did you dislike? Did you change synagogues? Why?

· Describe a synagogue service? Was there much Hebrew in the service? What kind of seating was in the synagogue?  Did you have a choir?  A piano or organ?

· Was the synagogue affiliated with the a movement such as the Orthodox Union, the UAHC, of the United Synagogues—Conservative?

· What was the nature of religious conflict within the Jewish community?  How did you respond to such tensions?  How did others respond? 

· Did you community have a variety of Jews---Reform, Conservative, and Orthodox?  Did you all worship together or separately?  How did you work out compromises?  What prayer books do you recall using?

· Were there un-affiliated Jews in your community?  

· Do you recall a mikvah in the community?  Did you go there?  Describe the place and experience.

· What was the function of the synagogue in your life?  Describe.  What did you and others do there? 

· What did you like about the synagogue?  What did you dislike?

· Did you change synagogues? Why?

· Who led services:  Did you have a rabbi? What do you recall about the rabbis who served the congregation—their background, language, style, golas, authority, conflicts, standing in the Jewish and non-Jewish community, and relationship to members of the congregation? 

· Did the rabbi have to hold another job?  By what title did people refer to the rabbi?

· How were you taught to regard conversion and to view intermarriage?  What did you think about either of these?

· What do you feel about interfaith families today?

· Do you recall the circumstances that led to the formation of a Jewish congregation or the construction of the synagogue?

· Do you recall if any of the following events held any importance for you in your life as a Jew in the area?  The Leo Frank case;  the KKK? The Depression:  Rise of Hitler? The Holocaust?  EE Refugees?  Founding of Israel?  Civil rights movement?

· Were there any Jewish quotas in your community that you recall?  Particular institutions that nominally welcomed Jews? Describe. 

· How has the Jewish community changed over the years? What has remained the same? 

· What part has the Jewish community played in your life?

· What were the major Jewish organizations that you recall?  What were their activities and functions?  Which did you and your parents join?  Bnai Brith, Hadassah, Ladies Aid, Jewish Federation, Sisterhood, NCJW?

· Who were the leaders of the Jewish community in your parents’ time?  In your time?

· Who were the Jewish spokespersons to the non-Jewish community?

· Were there Jewish political leaders?  Describe?

· From your experience and observation have you perceived any difference between being a Jew in the South and being a Jew in another part of the country?  Explain.

· Did you maintain networks to Jews in other communities?  What kinds? 

· Weaving Women’s Words questions: 

· As a child or young woman, did you consider your mother a role model?  Why or why not?  Your father, why or why not?

· Were girls and boys treated differently in your family?  Explain what you believed your family’s expectations were regarding education, marriage, work, Jewish identity.

· What was your relationship with your siblings?

· What was your relationship with your grandparents/extended family?

HOME/PLACE

Home and community:

· Describe the neighborhood in which you grew up.  What was distinctive about it?
· Did you consider your neighborhood to be a “Jewish neighborhood”?  What were its distinctive landmarks, including stores, places of worship, schools, etc.?
· What were your interactions with Jews and non-Jews?
· We’re very interested in Seattle/Baltimore as a place in which Jews lived.  How do you think the city has changed in this regard over the course of your lifetime?

EDUCATION

General Education:

· Where did you go to school?
· What school experiences stand out as being most formative?  What activities/classes did you enjoy most?
· Were girls and boys tracked differently?
· Describe the experience of being a Jewish, female student.
· Did you have any particular role models, male or female, in school (including teachers)?
· Can you think of any books that you enjoyed reading during your elementary and high school years?  Magazines?  Other cultural influences?
· What did you want to be when you grew up?  Why?
Post-secondary education:
· If you went to college, how did you choose where to go?  

· Looking back, how would you evaluate your college experience overall?  

· What were your most important classes and activities?  Describe.

· What was your major and how did you choose it?

· Do you think that females had a different collegiate experience than males?

· Describe any graduate or professional training you had. 

Jewish Education:
· Tell me about any formal Jewish educational experiences you had.

· What were your most favorite and least favorite subjects?

· Were girls treated differently than boys? Explain.

· How useful was your Jewish education to you?  

· Describe the social life for girls in which you and your friends participated.

· Were there any significant Jewish learning experiences you had outside of a school setting?

Education through the Life Cycle:

· Describe any educational experiences outside of school that were important to you (camp, classes, clubs)
· Which, if any, of your educational experiences made a lifelong impact? 
WORK

Paid Work:

· What have been your main work experiences?
· What factors influenced your choice of jobs?  

· What factors determined changes in your jobs?  
· Describe the office/work culture and how you fit in.
· Were your aspirations/abilities taken seriously?  What rewards did work provide?  
· What dissatisfactions, if any, did you experience in your work?
· Did you experience any problems in the workplace because of your gender or religion?
· Was there a women’s work culture of any sort that you can describe?
· What were your expectations around earning money?
· In what ways did your own work contribute to your organization? 

CREATED FAMILIES

Courtship and Marriage

· How and when did you meet your husband?
· Describe your courtship, wedding (and honeymoon)
· Describe your roles and those of your husband in the marriage.  For example, what were your respective responsibilities regarding childrearing, household finances, and social activities?  How did these change over the course of your marriage?
· If your marriage ended and you remarried, describe your expectations and attitudes about marital roles in your new marriage.
· Describe your experience of separation and/or divorce, or widowhood.
Other Family Types

· If you chose to form a long-term partnership outside of marriage, please describe your expectations, commitments and respective roles within the relationship. 

Children and  Child-rearing:
· How many children do you have?  Ages?

· What were your expectations and attitudes about having children and motherhood?

· Describe any significant childbirth experiences.

· How did you and your husband/partner share childrearing roles and responsibilities? Be specific.

· Did any other adults have a regular role in rearing your children? (for example, a nurse, grandmother, aunt)

· How would you describe yourself as a mother?

· Do you think of yourself as permissive, flexible, strict, protective, over-protective? Why?

· What rules did you establish regarding your children’s behavior?

· What values did you try to inculcate in your children?  How did you do this?    

· Did your style of childrearing differ from that of your own mother?  How? 

What did you want to emulate?  Change?  If your children are parents, how does their childrearing style compare to yours?

How do you think your style of childrearing compares to other mothers of your own generation?

· What, if any, were the major conflicts between you and your husband regarding childrearing?

· How do you think your children might describe your parenting?  

· Are there activities that you and your child particularly enjoy(ed) doing together?  Describe.

· Describe a typical day in your household when your children were young or adolescents.

Experiences of Grandparenting:

· How many grandchildren do you have?

· What were expectations about becoming a grandmother?

· Describe the experience of being a grandmother.  What have been your roles and responsibilities?  Greatest rewards or problems?

RELIGION

Domestic Religion:

· How did your home reflect who you are and what was important to you?
· Did you consider your home to be a Jewish home?
· Did you display or possess any objects, arts and crafts, family heirlooms, or other decorations that marked your religious or ethnic identity?
· Did your family keep kosher?  Describe how decisions were made regarding kashrut and your family’s practices.  Did these practices change over time?

·  Who prepared food in your family?  Did you have any help in the kitchen?

· How did you learn to cook?

· Do you have any special family recipes?  Do you associate them with particular holidays or events?  Do you prepare them any differently from your mother, grandmother or other relative?

· Were there any regional influences on the foods prepared in your home?

· What holidays did your family celebrate, both Jewish and others?  Which were the most important? 

· What were your family’s attitudes towards and/or observance of Christmas and other non-Jewish holidays?

· Did your family observe Passover?  What preparations were made in your home for the holiday?

· What specific roles did you and other women in your family play in preparing for holidays?  

· Did your family observe Shabbat?  If so, describe how it was observed and the preparations made by you and other women in your family.

· Tell us about important life cycle events in which you participated.  Describe how you celebrated or marked the birth of your children.  Did you celebrate your children’s coming of age, for example, with a bar or bat mitzvah or a sweet sixteen party?  Describe your feelings about these events.

· Were these events marked in your own life?  How did you feel about that? 

Public Religion:
· Growing up, did your family belong to a synagogue?  If yes, describe your experience within the synagogue.

· As an adult, did you and your family belong to a synagogue?  If yes, what was your involvement in the life of the synagogue community?

· How did you feel about women’s roles in public worship?

· Did you participate in any women-centered prayers, rituals, or observances in the synagogue?  In other settings?  For example, did you go to the mikveh?  Describe your experiences.

COMMUNITY AND CIVIC SERVICE

· Have you served as a volunteer for community or civic projects?  In the Jewish community?  Elsewhere (for example, League of Women Voters, alumni groups)?  Describe your involvement.

· What were your motivations for undertaking volunteer work in the community?

· Did you have any mentors?  Male or female?  

· How did you balance your community work with your family obligations and/or paid work?

· Can you describe the culture of the organization in which you worked --- for example, the status of women vis-à-vis men within the organization, the relationship between the leaders and staff?

· Were there opportunities for advancement and personal growth for volunteers within the organization?

· What were your satisfaction and rewards for this community service? What were the major problems you confronted?

· Can you identify the values that influenced your participation?

· Do you associate particular Jewish values with the work you did?

LEISURE AND CULTURE

· How did you spend your leisure time? 

· Which leisure activities were most important to you?

· Did you belong to any clubs or social groups, for example, country clubs, Jewish community centers, landsmenschaften?  What role did they play in your life?

· Did you participate in any informal neighborhood-based or social groups?  Were any of these “women’s only” groups?  Describe your involvement and the role they played in your life.

· Did you have any hobbies or special interests?  Describe.

· How did you and your family spend time together on weekends?  On vacations?

· Did you attend theater, dance, concerts, or other performances?

· Did you have favorite radio programs or television programs that you listened to or watched regularly?

· How important was reading in your life?  Where did you get books?  What were some of your favorite books and authors?

· Did you subscribe to magazines or newspapers?  

· Did you belong to any book clubs?

HEALTH AND SEXUALITY

· In your family, what roles did women play in caring for family members or were ill or disabled?  Were there different expectations regarding men’s roles?

· Were there distinct beliefs and practices about illness and health that influenced your own behavior?  

· Can you contrast your own attitudes about health practices with older members of your family or community?

· Can you contrast the attitudes of members of your generation toward sexuality with those of your parents’ generation? Your children’s generation?

· Do you think that ideas about beauty and body image have changed significantly over the course of your life?  In what way?

· Were you aware of specific images that were used to characterize Jewish women?  How did they affect your development and attitude towards yourself ?

· Have you had any experiences with health or illness that have been extremely significant in your life?

WOMENS’ IDENTITIES AND NETWORKS

· How has your life been shaped by your friendships with women?

· Have you been involved in any women’s communities?

· Have you been involved in any way in the women’s movement?

· What are your attitudes towards feminism?  Contrast your views regarding feminism to those of your children’s generation.

· Have your children made different choices regarding work and family from yours?  How do you feel about the choices your daughters or daughters-in-law or grand-daughters have made about their lives?

· Who are/were your favorite cultural heroines? What appeals to you about them?

HISTORY AND WORLD EVENTS

· As someone who has witnessed many of the key events of the 20th century, which landmarks events played the most significant role in shaping your life experiences and attitudes?  For example, the Depression, the world wars, the civil rights movement.

· Have you or your family been involved in any political movements or causes?

· What was the impact of the Holocaust on your personal and family life?

· Did you and/or your family have a particular interest in Zionism and the creation of the State of Israel?

· Have you visited Israel?  Were you involved in any other ways?

