Film Reaction Paper

Driving Miss Daisy

Shalom Y’all:  The Jewish Experience in the American South 
AMSTU 486


Your assignment is to write a three page reaction to the film, Driving Miss Daisy, (1989) screen play by Alfred Uhry and directed by Bruce Beresford.  The film reaction paper account for 10% of your grade.  Because this assignment is meant to stimulate class discussion, no late reviews will be accepted.   Look at on-line film review data bases on the UNC library website to see what other critics have said about this film.  If you have trouble locating reviews, ask a reference librarian for assistance.  

· Delineate the major themes of the film and consider its significance for the study of southern Jewish history. 

· Discuss the way in which the filmmaker conveys his point of view.

· Include name of the filmmaker, director, producer, date film was released. 

· Think about how the director addresses themes of race, class, gender, and religion and discuss examples that are particularly poignant to you.

· Describe what makes this a film about the American South?  About Judaism?  

· How would you describe the southern Jewish experience after viewing this film?  

· Would you argue that this film portrays a distinctive Jewish experience in the American South or one that is shared by all American Jews?  Explain.

· What is the MESSAGE of this film?   
