President’s Message


Well, we’re off and running with a new academic year!  LAUNC-CH is poised to once again offer many exciting opportunities for professional growth, education and camaraderie with library professionals in 2002-2003.  LAUNC-CH will continue to focus on the issues that librarians at Carolina have identified as important to them—

· working collaboratively with the School of Information and Library Science (SILS) and its student organizations 

· encouraging new professionals at Carolina to become involved in LAUNC-CH

and 

· confronting the disparity in salaries that exists between Carolina librarians and other similarly ranked Association of Research Libraries (ARL) librarians’ salaries.  

And of course, we will be hosting one of the best conferences in the state for library professionals.  Mark your calendar for the 2003 conference to be held on March 17 at the William and Ida Friday Center.  Stay tuned for details!

Of course, none of these programs and initiatives would be possible without a team of LAUNC-CH members, committee members and you to make them a success.  This year’s board members are:

· Vice-President/President Elect:  Tommy Nixon

· Past President:  Betty Meehan-Black

· Secretary:  Jill Shires

· Treasurer:  Caroline Keizer

· Program Committee Chair:  Tiffany Allen

· Professional Development Committee Chair:  Linda Sellars

· Professional Welfare Committee Chair:  Diana McDuffee

· Conference Committee Chair:  Linda Frank

· Publications Committee Chair:  Rebecca Vargha

We look forward to seeing you at the Fall Social on October 18 in Toy Lounge, Dey Hall.  It’s a great opportunity to meet with your colleagues and renew those membership dues.  Encourage a new librarian in your unit to attend and join!  

Also join us for our first program of the year that will be sponsored jointly with the SILS student SLA chapter, Kee Malusky, NPR Librarian.  It is a don’t miss-opportunity to be held in the Wilson Library Pleasants’ Room on October 28, 2002.  Hope to see you there!

Leah McGinnis
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