Acting to Stop Child Labor Today Lesson Plan
Oral History transcripts
I. Alice P. Evitt (1 min 31 sec) 

Alice P. Evitt was born in 1898 and began working at the cotton mills near Charlotte, North Carolina in 1910 when she was 12 years old. She worked 12 hours a day, every day except Sunday, and earned 25 cents a day for her work. Here, she talks about wanting to experience the fun of a parade along with all the other children. 
Alice P. Evitt:
Well, now right after I went to work—I was young, spinnin' there at the Highland Park mill—I worked at night a little bit. They got me to work at night. They had a parade here the twentieth of May. They had that big parade here when I was young. Of course, young people, young as I was, was goin' to go to that parade. I did and I didn't get to sleep none that day much. So that night I went to work, and I asked 'em to let me off. They wouldn't do it, and I got so sleepy in the night, I couldn't hold my eyes open. They wouldn't let me off, and I just quit and went home 
[laughter]

and we moved.

Jim Leloudis (interviewer):

You moved because of that?

Alice P. Evitt:

Yes. I just quit and went home anyway because I hadn't had no sleep. I couldn't make it. You take people like that, twelve, thirteen years old, they goin' to go to such as that. I wouldn't of missed the parade for nothin'. I knew when we lived at Hardin, my older sister—they'd have a big to-do and shoot fireworks on the fourth of July in Gastonia—they had a big wagon with big sides up on 'em with steps. They'd sit on it, you know, like they ride them trucks and cars now. She'd ride that thing, and we'd go to Gastonia. She'd ride in the parade on that big thing. I was always used to that. I enjoyed all that. I liked to see it. So I was goin' to see it if I had to quit. 
[laughter] 

II. James Pharis (2 min)
James Pharis began working in the cotton mills in Eden, North Carolina at age 8. He worked for 11 hours a day and earned 25 cents a day for several years. He met his wife, who also began working in the mill at age 8, at a square dance in the mill village sponsored by the mill owners. Here, Mr. Pharis remembers smashing his hand while working in the mill as a 9 or 10 year old, and having to wait hours for the mill doctors to help him.
James Pharis: 

I was about nine or ten years old when I got that hand hurt right there.

        Allen Tullos (interviewer): 

How did that happen?

        James Pharis: 

I was riding on an elevator rope in the mill. Me and another boy was getting the quills in the mill. He was on the bottom floor and I was on the top floor. We'd go to the spinning room to empty our quills out, you know. The first one who would get up there would ride the elevator rope. He'd be down on the bottom floor. We'd ride the elevator rope up to the pulley and slide back down. I was riding one day and was looking round over the spinning room and my hand got caught under the wheel….(unclear)

That thing was mashed into jelly, all of it was just smashed all to pieces. They took me out. It happened right after, pretty quick after lunch one day. It started up after dinner, they gave forty-five minutes for dinner. They took me down to the company store--the drug store was in the front end of the company store—they took me down to the company store, never even notified my people or nothing. Set me down in the front of that company store. There were only two doctors in town at that time, and both of them was out of town on country calls, around town. I sat there until about four o'clock. Nobody done nothing in the world for me. 

III. Harriet Herring (1 min 58 sec)

Harriet Herring was a sociologist who worked for several years in various cotton mill villages doing “welfare work”. She set up programs, clubs, and events to help educate and entertain the mill workers and their families. Here, she discusses her wish to learn what working in the cotton mill was really like and her poignant encounter with the young woman who taught her how to operate the machinery. 

Harriet Herring: 
One of my propositions was that I wanted to know something about what the work in the mill was. I never got a chance to work on the machines at Roxford, because I was to set that up. But I had my assistant work on a machine for some weeks, 'til she could do any—well, she didn't try all the operations, but two or three different operations—so she'd know what it was like, and what the machines were like, and what it was to sit there for the hours and turn off those things, you see. I wanted to learn some of the processes, so part of my bargain was that I would learn to spin. And I was taught by a girl, that we got to chatting and we got very friendly - incidentally, one of the little Polish girls that I worked with at Remington - no, not Remington, it was. . . .

Nevin Brown (interviewer):

Winchester?

Harriet Herring:
Winchester, we got to be quite good chums. But anyway, this girl and I turned out to be exactly the same age: we had the same birthday the same year. And she had worked in that mill twenty years.

Nevin Brown (interviewer):

And this was about 1920 or '21, so she was. . . .

Mary Frederickson (interviewer):

This was in 1919.

Harriet Herring:
Yes. Well, she was born in '92, you see. I don’t think - I mean, I'd seen children working in mills and all that, and read about it and all, but nothing ever brought it home to me. And I thought that I had traveled to California and came back through Canada and stopped at various places, and I'd been to college – two, three colleges - and all that, and she'd been in there spinning all that time. 

