Introduction 

Throughout the tobacco-growing regions of the American South during the Great Depression, individuals and families earned much-needed income by sewing drawstrings into small cotton tobacco bags.  Because the labor was not physically demanding and could be done at home, the work attracted many women, children, and others who needed money to supplement their farm incomes, or who could not find work in nearby factories and mills.  

By the end of 1939 the Great Depression had stretched into its tenth year in spite of Roosevelt’s massive public-works effort and significant federal legislation, the American economy would not rebound until the U.S. entered the war raging in Europe in 1941.  One of the pieces of Roosevelt’s New Deal legislation, the federal Fair Labor Standards Act, was signed into law on June 28, 1938.  It established a minimum wage of twenty-five cents an hour and fixed the maximum number of working hours at 44 hours per week.  While this legislation was heralded by factory workers in the North, it posed a grave danger to the livelihoods of home workers in the South whose jobs were largely unregulated.  
The story of these people and their lives at the time is told through a series of biographical sketches, photographs, and letters that were taken from a report from the Virginia-Carolina Service Corporation.  The report was prepared in an attempt to lobby for an amendment to the Fair Labor Standards Act that would exempt home workers. The authors solicited and published testimony from agents who distributed the bags, and from local government officials, all of whom argued the importance of tobacco bag stringing as a supplemental, or in some cases, a primary source of income for women and families throughout North Carolina and Virginia. 
As you learn more about tobacco bag stinging operations in North Carolina and Virginia, we hope you will gain new insights into the impact the Great Depression and the New Deal on the rural South and begin to think about how those important events shaped the future of this region.   
